C9ORF72 repeat expansions in Chinese patients with Parkinson's disease and multiple system atrophy.
The hexanucleotide repeat expansions in the C9ORF72 gene has been found in some patients with atypical Parkinsonism. A number of hexanucleotide repeats were examined in a Chinese population, including 619 patients with Parkinson's disease (PD), 381 patients with multiple system atrophy (MSA), and 632 healthy controls. We did not identify any pathogenic repeat expansions in either patients or controls, and any associations between repeats number and disease risk. C9ORF72 expansions are not involved the wider spectrum of Parkinsonism.